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I.—PROFESSOR GADDRY ON DRYOPITHECUS.

A. GAUDRY.—LE DRYOPITHEQUE. Mem. Soc. Geol. France,
Paleontologie, vol. i. Mem. No. 1, pp. 11, pi. 1 (1890).

IN this interesting and important communication the learned
Professor of the Paris Museum brings to notice a nearly com-

plete lower jaw, recently obtained from the Miocene of St. Gaudens,
belonging to the large Anthropoid Ape known as Dryopithecus.

This Ape, it may be well to mention, was previously known
mainly by a very imperfect lower jaw obtained many years ago
from the same deposits, and described by the late Edouard Lartet.
Owing to the imperfection of that specimen, it was considered that
the Dryopitheque had an extremely short symphysis to the lower
jaw, and consequently that it was more specialized, and came nearer
the human type than any existing Ape. The comparatively early
geological horizon in which the remains of this Ape are found
rendered its presumed specialization a very remarkable circumstance.

The new specimen has, however, proved that the creature was, as
might have been expected from d priori considerations, in reality the
most generalized of all the Man-like Apes. This is, indeed, rendered
very clear by the four lower jaws represented in the plate accompany-
ing Prof. Gaudry's memoir; and it will be seen from these figures that
there is a very gradual diminution in the length of the symphysis
of the lower jaw as we pass from the Dropitheque to the Gorilla,
Chimpanzee, and, finally, Man. The long symphysis of the fossil
form allies it with the lower Baboons and Monkeys; and we thus
see that the Dryopitheque now definitely takes that place in the
family Simiidce which we should have assigned to it from its geological
horizon. The relegation of this Ape to a low position induces the
Professor to withdraw his suggestion that the problematical facetted
flints of the Miocene of Thenay were its handiwork. E. L.

II.—THE GEOLOGY OF THE COUNTRY NEAR YARMOUTH AND LOWESTOFT.
By J. H. BLAKE, F.G.S., etc. Geological Survey Memoir, 8vo.
pp.101. Price 2s. (London, Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner& Co.)

A SKETCH of the Natural History of Yarmouth and its
A neighbourhood, by C. J. and [Sir] James Paget, was published
in 1834. That work contains but a brief reference to the geology ;
for, excepting in some controversial papers on recent physical
changes by J. W. Eobberds and E. C. Taylor, the district had
up to that time received but little attention from geologists. The
interest of the geology is indeed to a large extent furnished by the
cliff-sections of Kessingland, Pakefield, and Corton. Accounts of
these were subsequently published by Trimmer, Gunn, AVood and
Harmer, Prestwich, and others ; and in 1884 a detailed section by
Mr. Blake was published by the Geological Survey (see GEOL. MAG.
April, 1885, p. 180).

Mr. Blake now gives full particulars of all the strata exposed in
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the area, including also those, like the Chalk, Reading Beds and
London Clay, which were identified by Prof. Piestwich from evidence
obtained in a well-boring at Yarmouth. The cliffs exhibit the best
sections we have in England of the " Chalky Boulder Clay," but
the beds of most interest belong to the Forest Bed Series, and these
are exposed at intervals along the base of the cliffs, being usually
much obscured by talus.

Some notes on borings made along' this coast are contributed by
Mr. Clement Reid, and it is interesting to learn that traces of Crag
were found below the base of the cliff at Pakefield. It seems likely
also that some portion of the Crag Series is represented in the beds
(120 feef thick) grouped as "Recent Estuarine Deposits " in Prof.
Prestwich's record of the deep well at Yarmouth; but Mr. Blake
expresses no opinion on this subject. These Estuarine deposits are
surmounted by about fifty feet of Blown sand and shingle, on which
the town of Yarmouth stands. The town indeed is built on an old
sand-bank, which is supposed to have been isolated from the land
until about A.D. 1000. A representation of this " popular tradition "
is given in the Yarmouth Hutch Map, a copy of which was published
by S. Woodward (History of Norwich Castle, p. 48) ; and Mr.
Blake quotes Spelman, who says that this ground first became firm
and habitable about the year 1008.

The Broads form a pleasing feature of the inland scenery. These,
according to Mr. Blake, in all probability date back to the times
when the main river-channels formed branches of an estuary. Tidal
action then assisted in scouring out these shallow basins, and they
were afterwards to some extent dammed up by bars that were formed
across the outlets of the valleys in which they lie.

Appendices to this work include accounts of well-sections and
borings, lists of fossils from the Forest Bed Series and from the
Glacial Sands, and an account of the Lowestoft China, etc.

III. THE ASCO0KBATID.E AND THE LlTDITID^! OP THE UPPER SlLU-
KIAN FORMATION OP GOTLAND. Described by G. LINDSTROM.
40 pages and 7 plates. Communicated to the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences, 11th December, 1889. (Stockholm, 1890.)1

SO much of the work of the palaeontologist of our day necessarily
consists in revising that of his predecessors, that the appearance

of a palffiontological memoir, written by a master of the craft, and
containing new facts and deductions, cannot fail to arouse more than
ordinary interest. After long and patient research, Dr. Lindstrom
has brought to light, from the rich Silurian deposits of Sweden,
nearly the whole of the missing parts of the shell of Ascoceras.
Though this discovery has been anticipated to some extent by the
author in a paper communicated to this MAGAZINE (December, 1888),
we have in the present memoir a very complete and clear account
of the structure of Ascoceras, and an allied new genus (Choanoceraa)
illustrated with a series of admirable plates, containing numerous
figures.

1 Written in English.
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